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CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Today is January 
14th, 2002. The time is 1150 hours. This 
is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of the 
Safety Battalion of the New York City Fire 
Department. I'm conducting an interview 
with the following individual. 

Please state your name. 

FIREFIGHTER DUFFY: James Duffy. 

CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Firefighter third of 
Ladder 24 of the New York City Fire 
Department. We're in the quarters of Ladder 
24, and this interview is regarding the 
events of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Jimmy, if you would just in your own 
words say what happened that day. 

A. We were in quarters when the first 
plane hit. People came out to the firehouse and 
told us that a plane had crashed into the twin 
towers. So we turned the news on. 

The engine went down on the third 
alarm. We were still in quarters. After the 
engine went down, Captain Brethel and Father 
Mike -- Father Mike came across the street, got 


into his car, and Captain Brethel drove Father 
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Mychal Judge down to the Trade Center. 

About five minutes later we saw on TV 
from quarters the second plane hit. As soon as 
the second plane hit, we went on the second fifth 
alarm. 

Before this happened we put extra 
Scotts into the rig. We had a few of the depots. 
We put all the Scott cylinders from the depot on 
the truck. We wound up going down West Street. 
There was traffic on West Street, so we went on 
the northbound side going south on West Street. 

We got down there. We parked on West 
Street about two blocks north of the towers. 

Q. Just a second. 

(Interruption. ) 

Q. Okay. Go ahead. 

A. We parked on West Street about two 
blocks north of the towers. We pulled up. As we 
were pulling up, 35 truck was pulling up also. 
They were getting off the rig at the same time we 
were getting off our rig. 

We tried to walk to the command post, 
which was across the street on the west side of 


West Street, directly across from the towers. We 
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were reporting there. We report there. We saw 
different companies, my old company, 204. I saw 
101 Truck. I saw Stackpole there. He was at the 
command post that day. 

I just saw jumpers. I saw about 20 to 
30 people jumping out from the upper floors and 
hitting rigs and the pavement and the ground and 
apparatuses, and the glass atrium of the Marriott 
they were hitting. I guess about five or six 
jumpers jumped at a time. 

The chiefs were yelling to get more 
truck companies. So we sent our fire truck 
companies in. We were one of the truck companies 
to go in. 

Q. Where'd you go in? 

A. We were told to report to the south 
tower, but the only way to get to the south 
tower -- you couldn't walk down Liberty Street to 
get into the main entrance because of the jumpers 
and the falling debris, so we had to go in 
through the corner entrance of the Marriott, 
which is on West and Liberty. We went in there. 

Lieutenant McLaughlin was the officer. 


He looked up and he was keeping an eye out for 
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debris, because we had all our equipment plus an 
extra cylinder. So he kept an eye out and he 
said, "When I tell you guys to run, just run." 
He was looking up, and we ran right into the 
lobby. 

We got into the lobby, and there was 
still a lot of Marriott employees still there. 
They were getting huge things of water. We drank 
that. We were just waiting our turn to go into 
the south tower and report to the command post. 

We were waiting around. 122 Truck was 
over there right next to us. 22 Truck was in the 
lobby also. Then we were just waiting to go into 
the south tower. As we were waiting, we looked 
up and all I saw was -- I heard this huge noise, 
and I saw hundreds and hundreds of people running 
towards us. They were running out of the south 
tower to the Marriott, to the lobby. 

We just turned. We started to like run 
also. We got about ten feet before getting blown 
across the lobby. We got blown across the lobby, 
just got covered with debris. Apparently after 
we determined we were still alive, we got up and 


couldn't see anything at all with the dust and 


J. DUFFY 6 


everything. 

One of the guys in the company, Tyrone 
Johnson, I saw him right next to me. So we 
stayed together. We were trying to get a way to 
get out. We didn't know if we were buried alive 
or not. We thought we were. 

We wound up finding -- a metal rolldown 
gate came down where we came in, I think where we 
came in. We wound up pushing that up, and then 
we wound up signaling -- I had a flashlight. I 
was Signaling to people come this way. I know 
there were quite a few Marriott employees still 
in the lobby, so we were trying to get all of the 
employees plus the firemen. 

I remember hearing a mayday for Ladder 
4. The officer was giving a mayday. He was 
knocked unconscious, and he didn't know where he 
was. 

After we wound up getting out, we had 
to climb around this rubble. We were sliding 
down twisted metal beams and climbing up and just 
getting through all this debris and trying to 
help the Marriott employees as they were coming 


out also with us. That took a little bit of 
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time. I got separated from Tyrone. 

Once we got to solid ground, I wound up 
hooking up with another guy from my company, 
Frank Ocello. When we got on solid ground 
outside, the second tower came down on us. 

Q. Where were you when the second tower 
came down? 

A. We were out on solid ground, like right 
around the area. But when the second tower -- we 
just ran. We wound up running down towards 
Battery Park City down by the water. We just ran 
west, and we wound up down by the water, down by 
that marina down there. 

My mask was blown off me, so we wound 
up -- there must have been about 50 firemen and 
probably about 20 cops down there by the water. 
We all ran into this restaurant. There was a 
huge cloud coming down to the water. We wound up 
going into this restaurant. There were civilians 
down there. I remember there were people with 
baby carriages and stuff like that. We went into 
the restaurant until the cloud cleared. 

We also asked for a roll call, and they 


said there was a gas leak at Stuyvesant High 
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School, so they were closing that area off so we 
really couldn't get back to the rig. I guess we 
were on the south side of the towers. So we had 
to go to the north side to get back to the rig. 

So we just did a roll call over the 
radio, and we just wound up staying, helping. We 
wound up staying for many hours helping stretch 
line off the fire boats to the rigs to help put 
the fires out. That's what we did. 

I guess all the other members -- four 
other members went to the hospital. Me and Frank 
helped out and we wound up going back to the 
fire. 

That's basically it. 

Q. You don't want to add anything else? 

A. No. That's it. 

Q. Do you know, the four other companies 
that you were in the lobby with, did they all get 
out? 

A. No, no, 4 and 22 Truck got out that was 
Frank...no, no. 

Q. Jerry Riley? 

A. Jerry Riley. And 122 got out all right 


because I stopped by that night. I stopped by to 
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see these guys 'cause they were right next to us. 
So they got out. I think 25 Truck was with those 
guys, and they didn't get out. 

Q. Yeah. 

A. They were supposed to report to Chief 
Barbara in the south tower. 

Q. You said a lot of people were running 
out of the south tower. Any civilians? 

A. Yeah, oh, yeah. 

Q. Any firemen or all civilians? 

A. I just remember people. It's really 
hard to say at this point. I Know there were 
Civilians. I thought I remember mostly 
Civilians. There could have been some firemen. 

I don't know. 

Q. When either tower came down, did you 
have any advanced warning? 

A. Oh, no. I didn't know what it was when 
we were inside. I didn't know the building had 
collapsed, actually. I thought it was a bomb. I 
thought a bomb had gone off. That's why I really 
didn't know until after. 

Q. Afterwards? 


A. Yeah, that that's when it came down. I 
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wasn't expecting that. I thought it was a bomb 
or something that went off. 

Q. Glad you made it. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Thanks for the interview. Again, what 
we're going to do is we're going to try and put 
everything together and figure out as best we can 
what happened. 

A. Yeah. 

CHIEF CONGIUSTA: It's 12:00, and 


that's the end of this interview. 


